The question of the number of species of the genus Trichomonas parasitic in the intestine of man may seem to be an academic one, yet it is in reality not so, as its solution may possibly be intimately related to the pathogenicity or nonpathogenicity of this parasite to man.
The type species of the genus of Apellate protozoon, Trichomonas, is Trichomonas vaginalis Donne, 1837, stated by Reuling (1921) upon a careful study of it to possess four anterior flagella arising from the anterior pole and passing forward. Davaine in 1854 was apparently the first person to see Trichomonas ho minis, the intestinal Trichomonas of man, in the stools ,of a patient suffering from typhoid fever. He correctly described its undulating membrane and the postero-lateral projection from the body of the parasite of the terminal free portion of its trailing, posterior flagellum. In 1860 he gave a drawing of the parasite, reproduced by Kofoid (1920) , but shewing only one anterior and one posterior flagellum. He applied to it the name Ccrcomonas liominis (variety B) . Lambl (1860) re-discovered Trichomonas hominis in its dying and pseudo-amoeboid phase in stale stools, but mistook it for an amoeba,?a mistake which has been not infrequently repeated in the literature, notably by Castellani In none of the human trichomonads has any encysted form so far been discovered. The cyst of T. batrachorum of frogs has been described by Dobell (1909) , and that of T. caviaz of the guinea-pig by Brug (1917) 
